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This documaestfor informational purposes to assist in determining if you wish to partnesfafitnon
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Community Partnerships:

Beyond Disabity is linked with manycommunity groupspast and presemihose support isssential to
our success, these include:

ParaQuad, Victorian contaBeter TurnerCEO

Motor Neurone Disease Socieé®feO, Rod Harris

Rotary Dromana

GreyPath, Ray Lewis CEO

InfoXchange GreenPC

Citiesof Casey Frankston and Mornington Peninsula Shire Couiecdnkston Hosfal.
Lord Mayordés Fund

Anglicare, Michael White, Team leader

Support of the Catholic Church & Catholic Education Board
Microsoft Community Initiativegnow called DonorTec)
Capitd Security Solutions

Numerous individual volunteers

Reichstein Foundation

Community Support Fund/DHS.

€< € € € € € € € € € ¢ ¢ ¢ <

Winning ways: Richard Stubbs ls flanked by Family and Community Services Minister Jenny Macklin and Pardiamentary Secretasy for Disability and
Children’s Services Bill Shorten.

Tnp opens access to growth

Richard Stubb®©AM, Beyond DisabilityCEO,was a finalist in the inaugural National Inclusion Awairds
2008and made the trip to Canberra where he Jaany Macklin and Bill Shorten who were fresh from
being sworn in as Community Services Minister
Services. Richard was nominated for the award for his tiraledsin founding Beyond Disability
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News

Brainwave lea

ds to

help and honour

By Glen Atwell

BRAVE, selficas, dedicated.

Friends and associates of

Richard Stubbs, u Pearcedale
resident honoured with the
Medal of the Order of Australia
(OAM)on Monday, speak of the
Beyond Disability founder n
the most glowing terms

Aler a car accident in 1991
forced Mr Stubbs into carly
retirement with severe spinal
injuries, he spent a year in bed,
seemingly without a future.

Mr Stubbs was cut down in
the prime of his carceras a Com-

friends via chat rooms and
forums.
Mr Stubbs said a father-son

unteers, Mr Stubbs has given
disabled residents in the Mo
ington Peninsula area access o

moment sparked the b

for the program
“After the accident | was

spending a lot of time in bed, 1

home technologies.
Cranbourne team leader Tri-
cia McGill has been a Beyond

Disability volunteer for nine

couldn't walk,” he said years and nommnated Mr Stubbs
“My son sct up a computer 107 "“'_”AM'.
for me, hooked it up 1o the Inter- “Richird is great role mode!
net and all of a sudden | had a  and an inspiration 1o so many
window to the world people,” she said
“I instantly realised other “He lives in pain. With his
b d disabled people disability, you wouldn't blame

should have the same opportu-
nity.”
In that moment, Beyond

Richard for sitting back and let-
ting life go by.
“But instead, he p cres

training and home visits from
volunteers

“We'd preferto be able to get
on with delivering the program,
and not fundrising

Last week Beyond Disabili
ty received its first online dona-
tion, a major milestone consid-
ering the facilities had been
available for the past two years.

“Ithas beena long time com-
ing, but the community is begin
ning 1o take notice of what we
do,” Mr Stubbs said.

To become involved with
Beyond Disatality, or to make a

tax-deductible online d

against the odds and helps as
many people as he can,”

This year, Beyoad Disabili-
ty celebrates 10 years of com-
munity i and has

i and  Digabil y was bom.
waslftwnabls o 5 Australian Governor-Gen-
Despite his often intolerable 1 Michael Jeffery named Mr
pain, Mr Stubbs decided against — Gyuhbyy ax un OAM recipient for
a lifetime of frustration, and tackling Bl s
used his disability as motivation (o Sotctomsd disabled
andthe catalyst in his decisionto  yoeiy) communication.
found Beyond Disability, 2 non- Y pd o berocog-

profit volunteer organisation
devoted to helping others who
have physical disabilities.
Beyond Disability provides
housebound people with com-
puter and Internet access, train-
g and support for $11 4 month,
The Internet technology
allows those people to talk and
communicate with family and

Richard Stubbs after being honoured with the Medal of The Order of Australia
Queenods

nised alongside such an elite
group of community -minded
people,” Mr Stubbs said.

“Allthis because Lhave such
wonderful support from local
people, especially our volun-
teers.”

With vital help from a 32
strong army of passionate vol

helped more than 250 families
inthe region.

Mr Stubbs said with addi-
tional funding. the program
could reach many more people

I saw last week’s $58 mil
lion lottery jackpot and thought
just one per cent of that, or
$580,000, would fund the pro-
gram for five years,” he said

“Many people rely on this
program for online access,

i n th

Tricia McGill

Casey Family and Community
Support Volunteer Award

Winner 2008

Here with fellow BDI volunteers
Bob Thornhill

&

Colin Richmond

visit www bdi org asu

Right: Founder of Beyond
Disability, Pearcedale
resident Richard Stubbs,
was honoured with the
Medal of the Order of
Australia (OAM) on
Monday.

Picture: Meagan Rogers.

e
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Richard Stubbs is K led at iving Rotary's highest h Prcton JANE QOUUERENSHAW 1) 15404

Pearcedale quiet achiever earns high praise

RICHARD Stubbs’ abllity to make Disability in 1962 to help house- but I'm the one that shouM be mation on the inteynet. This dis-
the best of a . bad situntion has bound and mobnlm iuwnm:d giving Rotary an award for thehelp  covery Jed My Stubbs to establish
taken him to preat heights. poople ct with the they have given me over the Beyond Disability - 4t considerable
The Pearcednie resident has been  nity through the interpet. Last  years™ personal expeanse
recognised for his steely determi-  weelk he said he couldn’t believe he A borrendous car accident In 1991 He said a lot of people told him it
nation and desire to make a differ-  was given the honour. left Mr Stubbs with a physieal was agreat ides, but it would never
ence with a Paul Harris Fellow  “It was totally unexpected, be- impairment and forced his early work. “What a spur to get someone
Award - the highest international cause you usually have to be a retirement as s highly successful - out of feeling sorry for himself." he
Rotary honour. Rotary life member before you're  banX executlve sajd. “There’s been so much time
The award has come only months  even considered for the award,"he  He spent 12 months bed-ridden  and effort, so many knock-backs,
after Mr Stubbs was swarded an - suaid. after the accident, but found be But I'm passionate about the. task.
Order of Australia Mesdal “They'ro amazed Pm able to do could divert his attention: from  and challemges. the innovation and
Mr Stubbs established Bevond things for other disabled people. sévere pain by acoessing infor- thinking outside the circls,”

Richard StubbsBDI CEO, was honoured with the highest
Rotary International avard, The Paul Harris Fellow

Celebrating Beyond Disability Success

Despite being a multi award winner and a registered charity witbegiftctibility statusBeyond
Disability had struggled for manyears to fund alits requirements. Since the introduction of GST, a goodly
number ofparticipantshave asked to return their equipment as they cannot alffer§il0 per month for
supply of all equipment, ihome training material@nd 90 hours internet acce®eyond Disabilityalways
tries to findsponsors for thestisadvantaged & disabled people.

Beyond Disabilityis a nonrprofit interactivecommunication program operating on the Mornington
Peninsula and theurrounding area and serves an area of over 1,000 sgeyond Disabilityseeksnew
partners and supporters for our geographic expansion.

The program helps physically housebound and elderly mobility dispblgule aged 5 to 86 years to
interactively connect with their community.provides participants with equipmentludingvoice
activatedcomputers and special adaptive needdjranaccess at an affordalfiee so they can become
better informed about their support grougisability services, health and leisure activities. People who have
beenconfined to their homes with little or no access to the outside waribecome involvedige again in
the community via email and chgitoups.

As referees to confirm our bone fides we offer Dame Elisabeth MurdodDB¥ Peter Turner
CEO ParaQuad, Joe Cauchi, Director Sustainable CartieriMornington Shire Coung¢iGeorge
Modrich, CEO Fankston Council

| am theCEO and | admire our volunteers who with little training aftén only a service to
community approach, help by going into the homwiesur participants tprovide ongoing assistance and
tuition and learrion the job". Persotig I've watched clients who previously had other activity but
television to fill their day become interested, eagtarnet users, now doing their shopping and even
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banking online, contacting longost family members locally anaversea®r justenjoying the opportunity
to find out about distant places and people.

Beyond Disabilityis unique in that it not only provides the equipment on loareacth person is
assigned a volunteer helper. As most of our clients ilaesses such as MS, MND, Parkon's and such
like they have specialeeds so need individual attention. For someone who cannot useotbeiany more
email is theiprime means of communication. \W&ach people who havaerlited use of their hands to use
voiceactivated(speech recagtion) programs. Some participants have haekly help for over §ears
now.

Beyond Disabilityincluded théWheelie Kidz ITproject in 2008 This part of thegrogram supplies
wheelchair schoolchildren with laptop computers, wlaghvery expensive touy.

Beyond Disabilitysurvives on funding and donatioN&lunteershave contributed over08000
unpaid volunteer hours helpingiome. Thef/commitment equates to over $24illion returned to our
community.

Beyond Disabilityis regarded by the Fedd Dept. of Communications, IT & the Arés the best
example of a community assisted support prograiustralia.

Beyond Disabilityhas received many awards including

*The Tattersalls Awardor Enterprise and Ahievemend Honourslife's unsung hers Ordinary
people who eitheby personatourage or commitmemnd others achieve extraordinary thirtgs

*Rotary International ShineOn 2002 awaré focus on the abilitiesf those with disability

*Department of Human Servicés Best program in Victoria@?2 forincluding disabled into
community*

*City of Case® Best volunteer prograinMost innovativé and Bestfamily Community Services
Award.*

*The 2002 Leader Newspaper Community Club Awa&rd
*Flinders Community Awarcdt
* 3MP Best Community Program 2006

Q%@Ams

Richard StubbsOAM, CEOBeyond Disabilityinc.
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Our Volunteers celebrating ten years service to BDI this year

,.H

Cindy Reed " Richard Stubbs OAM Amanda Lewis

Assistant Treasurer CEO and BDI Founder Secretary
Fundraising

——
=== = s = =

Alan Blackburn Cindy & Jason Stubbs, Geoff Milne, Alan Blackburn Angelina McGann
Treasurer Cindy & Simon Reed, Amanda Lewis. Some of the origiB&)l team.  Volunteer

&
Gerry Schulz Simon Reed Sam Varghese
Volunteer Deputy Treasurer Voluntee® Website

***CONGRATULATIONS***
***10 YEARS***
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BDI volunteerscelebrate National Volunteers Week 2009

Brian Nugent, Richard Stubbs OAM, Colin Smith, Ben Lammerts van Bueren Colin & Mary Richmond
with their partners

Malcolm Fowler Richard Stubbs OAM, Gerry Schulz & partner and Peggy Stocks
Petra Kaufmann
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Community Partrer Testimonials

AThe outstandi ng s u BeyadRsabiityrdgram gelting eisalgac eniné has added atndwe
dimension to their lives. Clearly, it has provided a wonderful opportunity for people to express their desire to
communicée with others and their poetry and stories indicate that whilst they have physical linmitétenability to
express themselves is not | imited. o
Former ParaQuadPresident in theForeword toBDI&1* b o ok fiThought s and Feel i ng

*kk
filt does give menore than the usual pleasure to nominateBeégond Disability progranto the Paul
Newman Foundation fagerious consideration.

This group was the brainchild of Mr. Richard Stubbs whose own wolikingias curtailed by a
very serious car accident. Wigermanent backjuries Richard is confined to a wheel chdinere are
many, many persons in this and worse situations thaaasieve meaningful contact with the outside world
through the wonderfukorld of computers as mentioned beldviis takes a sigficant amount to effort by
support volunteers. Thefiae people could do a lot more if they had financial support thatdgfsmult to
achieve.
| speak as dMornington Peninsula Shire Councilorthe firstMayor of the amalgamated councils

and an irolved member of this community. Fonamber of years | have been area chairperson of the
Salvos Red Shield Appedilost are aware of the lifesaving and caring work they do aedBDI as being
just as deserving.hey do require financial support. Alié clients have extrentksabilities, being confined
to their homes. Any help possible wouhdike a huge difference to their lives and all go to building a better
community. Yours Faithfully Cr. David Jarman.

*%k%k
"I met Richard in 2001 and am amazed #ibof his fanastic work has been voluntai§ince then | have
had regular contact and been keptojolate with the excellent work &DI." Christa Momot, Executive
Officer. Lance Reichstein Foundationjuly 02

*kk
"TheBDI project achieved all thatas set out and more. What has been achieved on relatively little
funding is truly remarkable and a credit to the personal commitment and enthusiasm of Richard Stubbs ar
his teamMr Stubbs leadership has motivated others in his team as well as theondaunity to give
time, money and Hkind support. Mr Stubbs claimed no credit for himself but pointed to the courage and
persistence of his clients and the idatlon of his volunteer tear@learly Mr Stubbs indomitable spirit
inspires others to overcoméhatever obstacles are preserited.
David Williamson, General Manager, Networking the Nation, letter 23/7/01

*k*k
"I would like to take this opportunity to congratul&BI for the valuable outcomes achieved and the
ongoing commitment to sewing the needsf the clients.
Your personal commitment and enthusiasm for the project enabled it to achieve what few others would be
able to achieve in much more generous circumstances.
Sybil free, accessibility DoCITA 27/3/02

*kk
| manage the Victorian State Govere nt 6 s Ski |l I s. net program whi ch
organisations so they can provide Internet access and training for their communities, especially targeted &
in the community who would normally miss out on the chance to be part eéhenline world.
Beyond Disabilityinc. run one of the most unique Skills.net projects out of the 380 currently funded. They &
providing Internet access and training for the housebound mobility disabled and elderly on the Mornington
Peninsula and actinas a model for other regions and states on how to provide such services to the housel
mobility disabled.
The Skills.net program provided an earlier seed fund of $10,000 BIthgroup because we could see the
potential of such a project in meetitige needs of a very marginalized group, BEd have proven us right by
running a highly successful project, so much so that in a later round of Skills.net we again awarded them
$10,000 grant.
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But as much as these grants are useful, this prgj@ttampting to tackle such a massive need that it requires
much more than this.

If there ever was a group that deserved to gain a Community Support Fund gr&Dtheit. These funds
would enable them to continue and expand their important commuaiiky w

| cannot recommend the work BDI and its CEO, Richard Stubbs highly enough.

Hence | fully support the submission BipI.

Yours sincerely, Adrian Bates, Skills.net Coordinator

Committee members at BDI 2007 AGM
David Lea (Deputy CEO) Richad Stubbs OAM (CEO) Amanda Lewis (Secretary)
Tricia McGill & Dave Buchanan (Team leaders) Colin Richmond (Technical Support)

Participant Testimonials

fiOver a perioaf years | realise how dependent | am on my computdras opened up doors | couldtno
imagine before without my PCSending emails to friends have not seen for 50 years scattered all over the
world. We have formed a network exchangingail addressewith other school friendsMore recently

Len and Mavis has got me interested in tigany ancestry in England, it is very exciting all made possible
via the internet!lt is educational as well dsarning where and how our gregeat grandparents lived.
Searching and finding long lost relatives is all consuming!

Being housebound most time | listen to the radio and watch television avidly, | love current affairs and
documentariesl get on to the internet after watching a program and go into chat rooms or find out more
about a subject showing, e.g. abc.net.au/catalyst, as am ietkirestience subjects amongst a few.

Also have always been interested in photography and cameras, now with my digital camera, scanner and
printer can indulge in my favouriteobby to my heart's contentnailing prints to my friends overseas
surprising hem with our teenage years of the 1940's and 50's!!

Yes, | must say mBDI computer has completely changed my life in fun way and recently as with my
progressive motor neurone disease having lost my speaking voice the computer is a necessity to
communicag with people bymailing them or using a website tool for synthesized speech i.e. when | type
in a sentence it is activated by an actalding voice (loud and clear)!l could go on and on in praise of my
computer which goes on changing my life for begter. Thank you, thank yo&DI...

P.S. Previously enjoying social occasions, being vidhl have been able to meet such delightful people
when attending morning teas with Dame Elisabeth MurdochuwatédrFarm, launching books Tricias
instrumentalm publishing at Hastings Library and attending the Offices of Greg HunBRitlwhen

Richard was presented with the Flinders Award for Excellence, to name but a few eventsBid gsoap
attend.

From Mavis Hobbs(2008)
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Mavis with two of her grandchildren - and laptop

Mavis with Dame Elisabeth Murdoch

A most remarkabl e | adye

Mavis Hobbs has actively participated in the Beyond Disability programme since its inception. She has
attended every Annual General Meeting except the last one and has assisted in the promati@mesf
wherever possibléMavis has Motor Neurone Disease which has significantly affected her physical abilities
but not her sense of humour nor her mental agility. She has recently moved from her home in Mount Eliza
into the new and rather palatiaki@ential care facility, Mercy Place, in East Melbourne.

As a BDI Volunteer | have been assisting Mauvis for the last three years, prior to which she was very ably
supported by Len DenDespite her wheel chair confinement, lack of speech and failing encsctdination

it is amazing what Mavis still manages to achieveuch of which would have been very difficult without a
computer and internet access. During the time | have known her she has organized visits to the UK, Uluru
and Cairns as well as beiraken flying over Melbourne by her pilot son, Martin.

She is a keen photographer and so after each of these trips there has been much activity downloading,
editing, printing and backing up these important memetos.has many friends and can keep intioda

emaili her email traffic is enormous (!), perhaps 20 or 30 emails received per day. It is becoming increasil
difficult for Mavis to type so the responses are getting shoet you still always get one.

l'tos difficult tMavisfanesgarticdarly hbréacklofi speectwmdoen it comes to day

to day transactions. This is where the computer and internet has provided real benefit. Mavis was the first
go onto a broadband connection with TADAust as she needed a connectmur 24th rapid download.

This enabled her to do all her banking, some share trading, conduct a lengthy legal settlement with solicitc
in the UK, book holidays, sort out warranty claims and fight the bureaucracy of the companies who refuse
acceptthat her e are people who canét speak! 't i s am
computer connected to the internet!

Since her move into residential care it has been necessary to swap over to a laptop with a wireless broadl
connection. Thigransition was relatively painless and the results very good.

| dondédt have as much face to face contact with
monitor her connection via Windows Live and of course keep in regular contact via email

It is a privilege to be able to assist Mavis. | am sure | have gained more from this experience than | have
back 1 n. Il find her attitude truly inspirationa

Malcolm Fowler i BDI Volunteer i October 2009
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For the last two years | have spent a [airae with my son in W. A. He has moved over to
Donnybrook He has paid for all our airfares the last two years has been very good for me mainly due to
having the computer as if we are not in W.A. we are in constant contact through messenger livehit is mu
easier than a phone call. A lot of things have happened for me this year through a lot of intense physio |
have almost thrown the wheel chair out the door | only use it now when | go shopping which is not very
often

Richard and Trish have been a gregip over the past twelve months or so. Richard Trish and
myself are in contact three to four times a month just to let each of us know that we are still breathing and
how | am going with the computer, | was having trouble with my hands, so Richardtedggesdry the
program Dragon.

Before BDI | was sitting home all day every day watching TV that was kind of boring but I didn't
know of any solutions until | was put in touch with Richard and Trish they are both with a group called
Beyond Disability.

For a while we were having a little bit of trouble with the computer's as tleyadilike some of the
prograns that | put on but now | have had this computer for two years and had no trouble with this model &
it is new. Richardl hope you are impressed | am writing this with Dragon we are pretty good friends now
as my hands are almost constantly shaking and we have involuntary movements more often.

When Richard and Trish brought in the computer and set it up in my home | hardly knew how to tur
it on but it wasn't too long before | was confident enough to be let loose and see how | could mess up.
Messing things up seemed to be a very common th
my very silly mistakes. Having Trish here was aliidp to me as she showed me where | was going wrong
and how to rectify most of the mistakes.

Richard has been a very big help to me as he sent me to do basic computer training and that was ¢
huge help to me | was taught how to useal as before thiswas flying blind so to speak. It has taken me
a while to master the program Dragon but as | said before we are friends now. Richard has spent some tit
with me showing me the ins and outs of the computer it has been a great help to me sometimes, my wife
spends a few hours here reading mmails for me.

There is a lot more that could be said about Richard and Trish but it is hard to put words to the job
that they do. | am told when Richard first started BDI he not only put in a lot of time but a corisiderab
amount of his own money. | know that Richard and Trish put in a lot of time especially with |leophe
who hardly ever go out.do have to go out when | have Doctors or Specialists appointments.

Eleven years ago | was diagnosed with Multiple ®dis which has been very debilitating | have
been in a wheelchair almost nine years, that is when | thought | had lost my dignity but my wife Kaylene h
been very supportive. | have people come in to my home to shower me and do a lot of other timags for
that | am not capable of doing for myself, my wife has opened our home to a lot of people who are here to
help us. You see | have been diagnosed with quite a bit more than MS far too numerous for me to mentiol
here. o

Regards Peter Fogarty

fPeter sudfers advanced Multiple Sclerosiwhich not only means he cannot use his hands but his

eyesight has diminished as well. Using a voice activated computer donated by Dame Elisabeth Murdoch
and assisted by his wife, Peter is able to communicate with friemakfamily and he even sent a press
release which was published by the local paper about the wonderful support he has received from the
BDI program. This generated more volunteers and requests for help.
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Peter Fogarty Lynn Roberts withTricia McGill at her
BDI voice activated computer

This is a letter to explain what BDI has allesvme to do over the pastars. | was lucky to be talking to

one of my carers about buying a sectyrachd computer and she told me about BDI who she had read about
in the local paper so | made some enquiries and found out more. | really do feel shaudkyas told

about them, they have supplied me with a computer that is voice activated which allows me be to be able
use the computer as my hands no longer can use the keyboard, they also send around a volunteer helper
which is really helpful becausdad never used a computer before and luckily she has patience of a saint. |
pay $11.00 a month and get three hours per day on the Internet and now | camséiademy Aunt and

Uncle overseas and | receive quite a few jokes which do amusehmsopened a new world to meh&

learning has not been as easy as | thought but at least it has challenged my mind and also taught me mor
must also say that Richard Stubbs, the man in charge efiBihbuld probably say the founder, can't seem

to do enogh for me this is why | feel so very lucky that | was able to find thém.so lucky to have Tricia
McGill keeping her eyes open for anything that might help me, she found out about this company Comtec
who was able to bring out a Penny and Giles joysbdker! Having this type of control makes it so much
easier for me to control the mouse (less time correcting).

Lynn Roberts

Lynndés parents write:
Our daughter has multiple sclerosis. Through the Beyond Disability program she has been supplied with

computer, internet access and has ongoing assistance from a volunteer helper who taught her how to ope
a speech recognition program because she has limited control of her hands. The MS Society has no such

program so we are indebted to Richard Stubbsa BDI f or enhancing Lynnés
*k%

I donodt know what I would do without t fmail thags er

been a wonder ful way to stay in touch with fri

afford to ring as often as | am able temail. Also a brother in Canada, my parents who live locally are
elderly and not in good health and | send a regulaai to Canada to let them know how we are going
Down under We also have friends in Floridawholwd d never dream of ringi
the phone and | canodot write very well. Before
down alot it is so easy to type compared to writing which is almost impossible.

We also havériends in Chicago who became friends when | first became ill. In the beginning | became ill
one day, went to casualty at Frankston Hospital, walked in and that was the last time | ever walked. Withi
24 hours | waparalyzedup to my neck. | had a visuhat nearly killed me. Was in intensive care at the
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