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Community Partnerships: 
 

Beyond Disability is linked with many community groups, past and present, whose support is essential to 

our success, these include: 

 

 ParaQuad, Victorian contact Peter Turner, CEO  

 Motor Neurone Disease Society CEO, Rod Harris  

 Rotary Dromana 

 GreyPath, Ray Lewis CEO 

 InfoXchange  GreenPC 

 Cities of Casey, Frankston and Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, Frankston Hospital. 

 Lord Mayorôs Fund 

 Anglicare, Michael White, Team leader  

 Support of the Catholic Church & Catholic Education Board 

 Microsoft Community Initiatives (now called DonorTec) 

 Capital Security Solutions 

 Numerous individual volunteers 

 Reichstein Foundation 

 Community Support Fund/DHS. 

 

 
 

Richard Stubbs OAM, Beyond Disability CEO, was a finalist in the inaugural National Inclusion Awards in 

2008 and made the trip to Canberra where he met Jenny Macklin and Bill Shorten who were fresh from 

being sworn in as Community Services Minister and Parliamentary Secretary for Disability and Childrenôs 

Services. Richard was nominated for the award for his tireless work in founding Beyond Disability 
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Richard Stubbs after being honoured with the Medal of The Order of Australia  

in the Queenôs Honours 2008. 

 

 

                                                                                     
                                                                                

 

Tricia McGill  

Casey Family and Community 

Support Volunteer Award  

Winner 2008 

 

Here with fellow BDI volunteers 

Bob Thornhill  

&  

Colin Richmond 
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Richard Stubbs, BDI CEO, was honoured with the highest  

Rotary International award, The Paul Harris Fellow  

 

                                                                             

Celebrating Beyond Disability Success 

 

 Despite being a multi award winner and a registered charity with gift deductibility status, Beyond 

Disability had struggled for many years to fund all its requirements. Since the introduction of GST, a goodly 

number of participants have asked to return their equipment as they cannot afford the $10 per month for 

supply of all equipment, in home training materials and 90 hours internet access.  Beyond Disability always 

tries to find sponsors for these disadvantaged & disabled people. 

  Beyond Disability is a non-profit interactive communication program operating on the Mornington 

Peninsula and the surrounding area and serves an area of over 1,000 sq. km. Beyond Disability seeks new 

partners and supporters for our geographic expansion. 

  The program helps physically housebound and elderly mobility disabled people aged 5 to 86 years to 

interactively connect with their community. It provides participants with equipment including voice 

activated computers and special adaptive needs, on-line access at an affordable fee so they can become 

better informed about their support groups, disability services, health and leisure activities. People who have 

been confined to their homes with little or no access to the outside world can become involved once again in 

the community via email and chat groups.   

  As referees to confirm our bone fides we offer Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE; Peter Turner 

CEO ParaQuad, Joe Cauchi, Director Sustainable Communities Mornington Shire Council, George 

Modrich, CEO Frankston Council. 

  I am the CEO and I admire our volunteers who with little training and often only a service to 

community approach, help by going into the homes of our participants to provide on-going assistance and 

tuition and learn "on the job". Personally I've watched clients who previously had no other activity but 

television to fill their day become interested, eager internet users, now doing their shopping and even 
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banking on-line, contacting long-lost family members locally and overseas or just enjoying the opportunity 

to find out about distant places and people.  

  Beyond Disability is unique in that it not only provides the equipment on loan but each person is 

assigned a volunteer helper. As most of our clients have illnesses such as MS, MND, Parkinson's and such 

like they have special needs so need individual attention. For someone who cannot use their voice any more 

email is their prime means of communication. We teach people who have limited use of their hands to use 

voice activated (speech recognition) programs. Some participants have had weekly help for over 8 years 

now. 

  Beyond Disability included the Wheelie Kidz IT project in 2008. This part of the program supplies 

wheelchair schoolchildren with laptop computers, which are very expensive to buy. 

  Beyond Disability survives on funding and donations. Volunteers have contributed over 80,000 

unpaid volunteer hours helping in-home. The $/commitment equates to over $2.0 Million returned to our 

community. 

  Beyond Disability is regarded by the Federal Dept. of Communications, IT & the Arts as the best 

example of a community assisted support program in Australia.  

 Beyond Disability has received many awards including:   

 *The Tattersalls Award for Enterprise and AchievementðHonours life's unsung heroes. Ordinary 

people who either by personal courage or commitment to others achieve extraordinary things.* 

 *Rotary International Shine-On 2002 awardðfocus on the abilities of those with disability.* 

 *Department of Human ServicesðBest program in Victoria 2002 for including disabled into 

community.*  

 *City of CaseyðBest volunteer programðMost innovativeðand Best family Community Services 

Award.* 

 *The 2002 Leader Newspaper Community Club Award.*  

 *Flinders Community Award.*  

 * 3MP Best Community Program 2006*  

 

 

 
 

 

Richard Stubbs OAM, CEO Beyond Disability Inc. 
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Our Volunteers celebrating ten years service to BDI this year 

                                            
            Cindy Reed                                              Richard Stubbs OAM                                      Amanda Lewis 

      Assistant Treasurer                                    CEO and BDI Founder                                         Secretary 

          Fundraising 

 

           
      Alan Blackburn                 Cindy & Jason Stubbs, Geoff Milne, Alan Blackburn           Angelina McGann 

           Treasurer      Cindy & Simon Reed, Amanda Lewis. Some of the original BDI team.       Volunteer 

 

                                   
Gerry Schulz                                         Simon Reed                                         Sam Varghese 

              Volunteer                                       Deputy Treasurer                                   VolunteerðWebsite  

 

***CONGRATULATIONS***  

***10 YEARS***  
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BDI volunteers celebrate National Volunteers Week 2009. 

 

       
 

Brian Nugent, Richard Stubbs OAM, Colin Smith, Ben Lammerts van Bueren                     Colin & Mary Richmond 

                                                   with their partners 

 

 

 
Tricia McGill. David Weinstein, Thomas Des & Angelina McGann 

Richard Stubbs OAM and Natalie Morton 

 

 

     
 
         Malcolm Fowler                            Richard Stubbs OAM, Gerry Schulz & partner and Peggy Stocks 

        Petra Kaufmann  
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Community Partner Testimonials: 

 

ñThe outstanding success and achievements of the Beyond Disability program getting disabled online has added a new 

dimension to their lives.  Clearly, it has provided a wonderful opportunity for people to express their desire to 

communicate with others and their poetry and stories indicate that whilst they have physical limitations ï their ability to 

express themselves is not limited.ò 

Former ParaQuad President in the Foreword to BDIôs 1
st
 book ñThoughts and Feelingsò 

***  

ñIt does give me more than the usual pleasure to nominate the Beyond Disability program to the Paul 

Newman Foundation for serious consideration. 

  This group was the brainchild of Mr. Richard Stubbs whose own working life was curtailed by a 

very serious car accident. With permanent back injuries Richard is confined to a wheel chair. There are 

many, many persons in this and worse situations that can achieve meaningful contact with the outside world 

through the wonderful world of computers as mentioned below. This takes a significant amount to effort by 

support volunteers. These fine people could do a lot more if they had financial support that is so difficult to 

achieve. 

  I speak as a Mornington Peninsula Shire Councilor, the first Mayor of the amalgamated councils 

and an involved member of this community. For a number of years I have been area chairperson of the 

Salvos Red Shield Appeal. Most are aware of the lifesaving and caring work they do and I see BDI as being 

just as deserving. They do require financial support. All the clients have extreme disabilities, being confined 

to their homes.  Any help possible would make a huge difference to their lives and all go to building a better 

community.  Yours Faithfully, Cr. David Jarman. 

***  

"I met Richard in 2001 and am amazed that all of his fantastic work has been voluntary. Since then I have 

had regular contact and been kept up-to-date with the excellent work of BDI." Christa Momot, Executive 

Officer.  Lance Reichstein Foundation, July 02  

***  

"The BDI project achieved all that was set out and more.  What has been achieved on relatively little 

funding is truly remarkable and a credit to the personal commitment and enthusiasm of Richard Stubbs and 

his team. Mr Stubbs leadership has motivated others in his team as well as the wider community to give 

time, money and in-kind support. Mr Stubbs claimed no credit for himself but pointed to the courage and 

persistence of his clients and the dedication of his volunteer team. Clearly Mr Stubbs indomitable spirit 

inspires others to overcome whatever obstacles are presented." 

David Williamson, General Manager, Networking the Nation, letter 23/7/01 

***  

"I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate BDI for the valuable outcomes achieved and the 

ongoing commitment to servicing the needs of the clients.  

Your personal commitment and enthusiasm for the project enabled it to achieve what few others would be 

able to achieve in much more generous circumstances."  

Sybil free, accessibility DoCITA 27/3/02 

***  
I manage the Victorian State Governmentôs Skills.net program which provides seed funds to community 

organisations so they can provide Internet access and training for their communities, especially targeted at those 

in the community who would normally miss out on the chance to be part of the new online world. 

Beyond Disability Inc. run one of the most unique Skills.net projects out of the 380 currently funded. They are 

providing Internet access and training for the housebound mobility disabled and elderly on the Mornington 

Peninsula and acting as a model for other regions and states on how to provide such services to the housebound 

mobility disabled. 

The Skills.net program provided an earlier seed fund of $10,000 to the BDI group because we could see the 

potential of such a project in meeting the needs of a very marginalized group, and BDI have proven us right by 

running a highly successful project, so much so that in a later round of Skills.net we again awarded them a second 

$10,000 grant. 
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But as much as these grants are useful, this project is attempting to tackle such a massive need that it requires 

much more than this. 

If there ever was a group that deserved to gain a Community Support Fund grant then BDI is it. These funds 

would enable them to continue and expand their important community work. 

I cannot recommend the work of BDI and its CEO, Richard Stubbs highly enough. 

Hence I fully support the submission by BDI.       

Yours sincerely, Adrian Bates, Skills.net Coordinator   

  

 
Committee members at BDI 2007 AGM 

David Lea (Deputy CEO) Richard Stubbs OAM (CEO) Amanda Lewis (Secretary) 

Tricia McGill & Dave Buchanan (Team leaders) Colin Richmond (Technical Support) 

 

Participant Testimonials: 

 

ñOver a period of years I realise how dependent I am on my computer.  It has opened up doors I could not 

imagine before without my PC.  Sending e-mails to friends have not seen for 50 years scattered all over the 

world. We have formed a network exchanging e-mail addresses with other school friends.  More recently 

Len and Mavis has got me interested in tracing my ancestry in England, it is very exciting all made possible 

via the internet!  It is educational as well as learning where and how our great great grandparents lived.  

Searching and finding long lost relatives is all consuming! 

Being housebound most of time I listen to the radio and watch television avidly, I love current affairs and 

documentaries.  I get on to the internet after watching a program and go into chat rooms or find out more 

about a subject showing, e.g. abc.net.au/catalyst, as am interested in science subjects amongst a few. 

 Also have always been interested in photography and cameras, now with my digital camera, scanner and 

printer can indulge in my favourite hobby to my heart's content, emailing prints to my friends overseas 

surprising them with our teenage years of the 1940's and 50's!! 

 Yes, I must say my BDI computer has completely changed my life in fun way and recently as with my 

progressive motor neurone disease having lost my speaking voice the computer is a necessity to 

communicate with people by emailing them or using a website tool for synthesized speech i.e. when I type 

in a sentence it is activated by an actual talking voice (loud and clear)!   I could go on and on in praise of my 

computer which goes on changing my life for the better.  Thank you, thank you BDI... 

P.S.  Previously enjoying social occasions, being with BDI have been able to meet such delightful people 

when attending morning teas with Dame Elisabeth Murdoch at Cruden Farm, launching books Tricia was 

instrumental in publishing at Hastings Library and attending the Offices of Greg Hunt with BDI when 

Richard was presented with the Flinders Award for Excellence, to name but a few events we as a BDI group 

attend.  

From Mavis Hobbs (2008) 
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                 Mavis with Dame Elisabeth Murdoch  

 

A most remarkable ladyé.. 
 

Mavis Hobbs has actively participated in the Beyond Disability programme since its inception. She has 

attended every Annual General Meeting except the last one and has assisted in the promotion of our aims 

wherever possible. Mavis has Motor Neurone Disease which has significantly affected her physical abilities 

but not her sense of humour nor her mental agility. She has recently moved from her home in Mount Eliza 

into the new and rather palatial residential care facility, Mercy Place, in East Melbourne. 
 

As a BDI Volunteer I have been assisting Mavis for the last three years, prior to which she was very ably 

supported by Len Dent. Despite her wheel chair confinement, lack of speech and failing muscle coordination 

it is amazing what Mavis still manages to achieve ï much of which would have been very difficult without a 

computer and internet access. During the time I have known her she has organized visits to the UK, Uluru 

and Cairns as well as being taken flying over Melbourne by her pilot son, Martin. 

 

She is a keen photographer and so after each of these trips there has been much activity downloading, 

editing, printing and backing up these important mementos. She has many friends and can keep in touch via 

email ï her email traffic is enormous (!), perhaps 20 or 30 emails received per day. It is becoming increasing 

difficult for Mavis to type so the responses are getting shorter ï but you still always get one. 

 

Itôs difficult to imagine the limitations Mavis faces ï particularly her lack of speech ï when it comes to day 

to day transactions. This is where the computer and internet has provided real benefit. Mavis was the first to 

go onto a broadband connection with TADAust as she needed a connection 24 hour with rapid download. 

This enabled her to do all her banking, some share trading, conduct a lengthy legal settlement with solicitors 

in the UK, book holidays, sort out warranty claims and fight the bureaucracy of the companies who refuse to 

accept that there are people who canôt speak! It is amazing what can be achieved with perseverance and a 

computer connected to the internet! 

 

Since her move into residential care it has been necessary to swap over to a laptop with a wireless broadband 

connection. This transition was relatively painless and the results very good. 

 

I donôt have as much face to face contact with Mavis now due to the distance involved but I continue to 

monitor her connection via Windows Live and of course keep in regular contact via email 

 

It is a privilege to be able to assist Mavis. I am sure I have gained more from this experience than I have put 

back in. I find her attitude truly inspirationalé.. 

 

Malcolm Fowler ï BDI Volunteer ï October 2009  
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For the last two years I have spent a lot of time with my son in W. A. He has moved over to 

Donnybrook. He has paid for all our airfares the last two years has been very good for me mainly due to 

having the computer as if we are not in W.A. we are in constant contact through messenger live it is much 

easier than a phone call. A lot of things have happened for me this year through a lot of intense physio I 

have almost thrown the wheel chair out the door I only use it now when I go shopping which is not very 

often.  

Richard and Trish have been a great help over the past twelve months or so. Richard Trish and 

myself are in contact three to four times a month just to let each of us know that we are still breathing and 

how I am going with the computer, I was having trouble with my hands, so Richard suggested we try the 

program Dragon. 

  Before BDI I was sitting home all day every day watching TV that was kind of boring but I didn't 

know of any solutions until I was put in touch with Richard and Trish they are both with a group called 

Beyond Disability. 

  For a while we were having a little bit of trouble with the computer's as they did not like some of the 

programs that I put on but now I have had this computer for two years and had no trouble with this model as 

it is new. Richard, I hope you are impressed as I am writing this with Dragon we are pretty good friends now 

as my hands are almost constantly shaking and we have involuntary movements more often. 

When Richard and Trish brought in the computer and set it up in my home I hardly knew how to turn 

it on but it wasn't too long before I was confident enough to be let loose and see how I could mess up. 

Messing things up seemed to be a very common thing as I had Trish here every couple of dayôs to put right 

my very silly mistakes. Having Trish here was a big help to me as she showed me where I was going wrong 

and how to rectify most of the mistakes.  

Richard has been a very big help to me as he sent me to do basic computer training and that was a 

huge help to me I was taught how to use e-mail as before this I was flying blind so to speak. It has taken me 

a while to master the program Dragon but as I said before we are friends now. Richard has spent some time 

with me showing me the ins and outs of the computer it has been a great help to me sometimes, my wife 

spends a few hours here reading my e-mails for me.  

There is a lot more that could be said about Richard and Trish but it is hard to put words to the job 

that they do. I am told when Richard first started BDI he not only put in a lot of time but a considerable 

amount of his own money. I know that Richard and Trish put in a lot of time especially with people like me 

who hardly ever go out. I do have to go out when I have Doctors or Specialists appointments.   

Eleven years ago I was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis which has been very debilitating I have 

been in a wheelchair almost nine years, that is when I thought I had lost my dignity but my wife Kaylene has 

been very supportive. I have people come in to my home to shower me and do a lot of other things for me 

that I am not capable of doing for myself, my wife has opened our home to a lot of people who are here to 

help us. You see I have been diagnosed with quite a bit more than MS far too numerous for me to mention 

here.ò 

  

Regards Peter Fogarty 

 

 

ñPeter suffers advanced Multiple Sclerosis, which not only means he cannot use his hands but his 

eyesight has diminished as well.  Using a voice activated computer donated by Dame Elisabeth Murdoch 

and assisted by his wife, Peter is able to communicate with friends and family and he even sent a press 

release which was published by the local paper about the wonderful support he has received from the 

BDI program. This generated more volunteers and requests for help.ò 
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Peter Fogarty                                  Lynn Roberts with Tricia McGill at her                                       

                                                                                                   BDI voice activated computer  

 

This is a letter to explain what BDI has allowed me to do over the past years.  I was lucky to be talking to 

one of my carers about buying a second-hand computer and she told me about BDI who she had read about 

in the local paper so I made some enquiries and found out more. I really do feel so lucky that I was told 

about them, they have supplied me with a computer that is voice activated which allows me be to be able to 

use the computer as my hands no longer can use the keyboard, they also send around a volunteer helper 

which is really helpful because I had never used a computer before and luckily she has patience of a saint. I 

pay $11.00 a month and get three hours per day on the Internet and now I can send e-mails to my Aunt and 

Uncle overseas and I receive quite a few jokes which do amuse me. It has opened a new world to me. The 

learning has not been as easy as I thought but at least it has challenged my mind and also taught me more. I 

must also say that Richard Stubbs, the man in charge of BDI--I should probably say the founder, can't seem 

to do enough for me, this is why I feel so very lucky that I was able to find them. I'm so lucky to have Tricia 

McGill keeping her eyes open for anything that might help me, she found out about this company Comtec 

who was able to bring out a Penny and Giles joystick roller! Having this type of control makes it so much 

easier for me to control the mouse (less time correcting).  

Lynn Roberts 

 

 Lynnôs parents write: 

 

 Our daughter has multiple sclerosis. Through the Beyond Disability program she has been supplied with a 

computer, internet access and has ongoing assistance from a volunteer helper who taught her how to operate 

a speech recognition program because she has limited control of her hands. The MS Society has no such 

program so we are indebted to Richard Stubbs and BDI for enhancing Lynnôs life.  

***  

I donôt know what I would do without the Internet access.  Although I mainly use it for the e-mail, it has 

been a wonderful way to stay in touch with friends and family.  I have a son in London whom I couldnôt 

afford to ring as often as I am able to e-mail.  Also a brother in Canada, my parents who live locally are 

elderly and not in good health and I send a regular e-mail to Canada to let them know how we are going 

Down under.  We also have friends in Florida who I would never dream of ringing as we wouldnôt get off 

the phone and I canôt write very well.  Before I became ill, I was a really fast typist, although I have slowed 

down a lot it is so easy to type compared to writing which is almost impossible. 

We also have friends in Chicago who became friends when I first became ill.  In the beginning I became ill 

one day, went to casualty at Frankston Hospital, walked in and that was the last time I ever walked.  Within 

24 hours I was paralyzed up to my neck.  I had a virus that nearly killed me.  Was in intensive care at the 


